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FOREWORD



 

Gore Vidal, picking at the scabs of Socrates, once commented to a 
predatory video crew that the untelevised life wasn’t worth living.  
Losing the Socratic reference to fatigue, the MTV editors who 
hacked over 2,000 hours of footage down to the four-and-change 
that would become 1992’s premiere season of The Real World, may 
have suggested that a producer’s life wasn’t worth much more. 

When I was three, I looked at a TV, fell in love with the images on 
its screen and forgot it wasn’t a window. I’d seen plenty of television 
before that, precociously jaded by the cables juicing the magic with 
power and an image more resolved than grey waves of static snow, 
but I’d always seen the television as I’d watched the television. The 
object always in frame. When an episode of Wild Kingdom eventually 
found me, the electronics fell away and something close to reality  
attacked a gazelle behind the glass. 

Reality wouldn’t register again until I found COPS in 1989. If Wild 
Kingdom registered as reality, COPS was life. It was the window I 
wished I could bend a slat of venetian blind at; the pulsing red and 
blue lights of squad cars washing the apartment, massaging my nose 
and eyes, interrogating my comfort.

Skipping completely past the fake houses, fake smiles, fake confessions, 
and fake fights of The Real World and its 90s spin-offs, I wouldn’t find 
real-seeming life again on TV til a 2006 Thanksgiving marathon of 
Deadliest Catch. And then real-seeming life was inescapable.

Following Catch’s premiere, a new class of reality TV filled the time 
between commercials on cable’s HISTORY and DISCOVERY 
networks. They’d heard Gore Vidal and divined the secret to televising 
lives worth dropping everything to compulsively consume, if not to 
actually go out and try living. The Television of Real-Seeming Life 
had found its niche in the 6 billion dollar a year reality TV market, 
and I was watching the fuck out of it.



The Television of Real-Seeming Life isn’t the reality TV of CBS, 
ABC, NBC or MTV. ToRSL abandons the hokey elimination 
competitions and caricatures of reality TV. It trades phony lofts and 
pineapple vagina juice for primal jungles, wild seas and spear-caught 
fish. Its lifestyles are exotic not for how inaccessible the manicured 
auras of its subjects are, but for how available their lives are to anyone 
undaunted by hard work, hard places and hard luck. 

ToRSL obsesses over extraction and refinement—mining, hunting, 
fishing, survival—and the locations visited in every episode are 
described with the frequency and care of human characters. The 
environments, physical and metaphysical, are villains mostly.

I found surrogate families in the Television of Real-Seeming Life. 
The subjects surrounded me in my studio. They taught me how to 
skin a moose. They kept me connected to a world I’d grown mostly 
afraid of. The more meaningful shows became, the more unintentionally 
aware of their formulas I became. Really Real Protection from  
Real-Seeming Life.

Suspended in the comedy of Bering Sea Gold Under The Ice’s ambitious 
narration, laughing every time a location inches from every other 
location was described, I began transcribing them: 

off the coast of Nome
300 yards down the ice
out at the dredge
three miles west
at the dive hole of the Anchor Management
just outside
in his head

I’ve been lost for years. Unsure of my place as an artist, distant from 
the people who I most love, disengaged from a life I once allowed to 
pull me so viciously into as many worlds as was its pleasure, that at 
39, there’s not much left of me but lost. There was something magnetic 



 

in burying myself beneath a pile of locations already mapped by others. 
I was plotting the map of an unknown-to-me in which to stray.

For nine months, I compulsively recorded the places I’d heard about— 
for every one of the thirty shows I’d been watching. Concrete locations, 
thermal points, points in time, things described as subjects gestured 
to them in space, answers to the question Where?, aspirations, vectors, 
states. Relentlessly mining lines from shows about relentless extraction. 
With no intention of refinement.

On TV, refinement looked mostly like money or food, but there 
were also quixotic hunters of the abstract who processed discoveries 
less practically. Ancient Aliens’ UFOlogists and River Monsters’ Jeremy 
Wade cast evidence into mythology. 

I wanted myths. Fictions. Based completely on experiences had only 
thru transcription.

On Gold Rush Alaska, I’d seen miners stash their hauls in mason jars. 
I had a Word doc. When its line count hit 11,746, it seemed like 
plenty and I let the software alphabetize it. Washing the dirt.  
Rinsed of disorder, there were nuggets:

my pack
my panties
my party
my pistol on my hip right here
my place
my place in the world
my pot
my pride

I continued melting lines out alphabetically, casting them into maps, 
lists of places that had traveled thru me but where I’d mostly never 
been. 123 alphabetized maps. 1001 Places I’ve Heard Of. 





0001-0009

  1

nothing to leave an imprint on

our culture

our eyes

sped away and disappeared

the aftermath

the atmosphere

two points of light in the distance

weak spots

where it ended

(06247 . 146) 

(07277 . 170) 

(07279 . 170)

(08518 . 199)

(08878 . 207)

(08902 . 208)

(10833 . 252)

(11198 . 261)

(11288 . 263)



rising and falling

swallowed up in the night sky

the bottoms of your feet

where he’s putting his head and his hands

where it’s warm

(08174 . 191)

(08688 . 203)  

(08983 . 209)

(11265 . 262)

(11307 . 263)

0010-0014 

2



0015-0017 

  3

past the nudity

spreading out a little bit

staring them in the face

(07733 . 180) 

(08524 . 199)

(08547 . 199)



to the straps

to the table

to the wall 

too close to its powerful jaws

under the ice

up there on the bank

with her

your bomb collection

(10647 . 248)

(10649 . 248)  

(10660 . 248)

(10710 . 250)

(10879 . 253)

(11039 . 257)

(11484 . 268)  

(11686 . 272)

0018-0025 

4



there

these grazing grounds

these oceans

this battle

this bedroom 

this secluded honeyhole

touching him

under the busted track

(09942 . 232) 

(09972 . 232) 

(09985 . 233)

(10018 . 233)

(10019 . 233)

(10148 . 236)

(10737 . 250)

(10873 . 253)

0026-0033 

  5



down an old road

into a serious quarrel

one fight away from a shutout

what i’ve been looking for

with my wife

your rustic home

(02833 . 066)

(05424 . 127)  

(07155 . 167)

(11229 . 262)

(11516 . 268)

(11727 . 273)

0034-0039 

6



against the wall

alone

astray

at the end of the rainbow

back over here in the light

lookin’ for more

taking down another world champ

(01277 . 030) 

(01404 . 033)  

(01708 . 040)

(01849 . 043)

(02083 . 049)

(05825 . 136)

(08710 . 203)

0040-0046 

  7



a fairy house

along the backwaters

behind miss comeaux’s property

macho man’s territory

your own little oasis

(00403 . 010)

(01414 . 033)  

(02228 . 052)

(05892 . 138)

(11717 . 273)

0047-0051 

8



20 minutes from the florida border

3 miles down the coast

a hotel

another notch on his belt

as far back as possible

going down

(00061 . 002) 

(00097 . 003)

 

(00556 . 013)

(01560 . 037)

(01696 . 040)

(03628 . 085)

0052-0057 

  9



a cool breeze

drifting south

in the heat of the sonoran afternoon

tracking a pair of horse thieves

(00332 . 008)

(02983 . 070)  

(04915 . 115)

(10757 . 251)

0058-0061 

10



a modern home 

a secret

a spot called the ghost town

across the salt flats to the temple

at the window

his territory

pulled into place

thru the plastic to the frame

to say goodbye

tripping

under the midnite sun

where crime is rife

with hippies and jesus

with your deer head

(00755 . 018) 

(00972 . 023)  

(01027 . 024)

(01232 . 029)

(01910 . 045)

(03928 . 092)

(07852 . 183)

(10317 . 240)

(10529 . 245)

(10785 . 251)

(10882 . 254)

(11252 . 262)

(11489 . 268)

(11613 . 271)

0062-0075 

  11



bleeding into the amazon

close to perfection

exactly where we are

in a little canoe

ready to flip

right in there

right into the sun

(02333 . 055) 

(02526 . 059) 

(03107 . 073)

(04148 . 097)

(07903 . 184)

(08058 . 188)

(08065 . 188)

0076-0082  

12



a picture of it right here

baton rouge

catching up to us

from the inside out

in the middle of absolute nowhere

in your pocket

my whole body

naked

on a flat-bottom boat

purified

surrounded by wilderness

this completely foreign environment

where other animals sleep

with us

(00835 . 020)

(02185 . 051)

(02459 . 058)

(03467 . 081)

(04979 . 116)

(05362 . 125)

(06122 . 143)

(06128 . 143)

(06385 . 149)

(07863 . 183)

(08682 . 202)

(10037 . 234)

(11312 . 264)

(11605 . 270)

0083-0096  

  13



back down here

between two creeks

caught in a sudden storm 

following you

from the florida everglades to the texas wetlands

from therapy

gambling

high and dry

hung up

in a business where you pay to play

in a honeyhole

in beaumont

indoctrinating his kids with a lesson in self-worth

north of hollywood somewhere in los angeles

nowhere to go but king

(01989 . 047)

(02293 . 054)  

(02461 . 058)

(03279 . 077)

(03457 . 081)

(03513 . 082)

(03562 . 083) 

(03854 . 090) 

(04037 . 094)

(04098 . 096)

(04141 . 097)

(04274 . 100)

(05374 . 125)

(06192 . 144)

(06260 . 146)

0097-0111  

14



his future

in a car cruising upper manhattan

numb

on the way

up top

(03893 . 091) 

(04100 . 096) 

(06261 . 146)

(07006 . 163)

(11086 . 258)

0112-0116  

  15



sacramento

setting in

the end of the world

the inside of that house

up and down those stairs

where the money’s at

(08238 . 192)

(08288 . 193)  

(09113 . 212)

(09295 . 217)

(10930 . 255)

(11340 . 264)

0117-0122  

16



in a good safe position

lined up

looking for answers

on other people’s coattails

out by the pool

somewhere in that paystreak

standing by

that lady over there sunbathing

the comforts of home

within striking distance

(04136 . 097) 

(05783 . 135) 

(05837 . 136)

(06649 . 155)

(07327 . 171)

(08503 . 198)

(08538 . 199)

(08798 . 205)

(09024 . 210)

(11629 . 271)

0123-0132  

  17



10 hours from home

a battle scene

a butcher’s den

a great area for a hunter

all tore up

at 18 dollars a pound

coming free

deep inside

devil’s ditch

floating on the water

nothing to hold onto

on his last trip

out to sea

(00004 . 001)

(00207 . 005)  

(00289 . 007)

(00497 . 012)

(01383 . 033)

(01709 . 040)

(02593 . 061)

(02753 . 065)

(02780 . 065)

(03241 . 076)

(06246 . 146)

(06554 . 153)

(07577 . 177)

0133-0145  

18



in my left testicle

playing just off the beach

preparing for this trip

recreational properties

remote locations 

right into the water, baby

(04516 . 106) 

(07778 . 181) 

 

(07818 . 182)

(07927 . 185)

(07940 . 185)

(08066 . 188)

0146-0151  

  19



all around us

anywhere

as still as possible

fresh blood in the water

his glory days

in her .38 special

(01306 . 031)

(01589 . 037)

(01702 . 040)

(03311 . 077) 

(03894 . 091)

(04385 . 102)

0152-0157  

20



hooked up again

in a transylvanian dancegroup’s rehearsal

just a little bit south of here

miami florida

on a do or die hunt

straight to thunderdome

that ass

that fox right there

that whole thing

the hard merchandise

where guys are wearing tights

where the big stuff is

(04005 . 094) 

(04219 . 099)  

(05656 . 132)

(05918 . 138)

(06380 . 149)

(08610 . 201)

(08751 . 204)

(08784 . 205)

(08859 . 207)

(09237 . 215)

(11256 . 262)

(11326 . 264)

0158-0169  

  21



mississippi

my bedroom

not a good place to be

(05936 . 139)

(06010 . 140)  

(06202 . 145)

0170-0172  

22



at that american flag

by me

catching a nut

from the baroness

in that gem shop

where they’re pulling rubies out of right now

with a pistol

with my dad

(01814 . 043) 

(02418 . 057)  

(02456 . 058)

(03441 . 081)

(04701 . 110)

(11371 . 265)

(11444 . 267)

(11508 . 268)

0173-0180  

  23



gone

gone missing

gone wrong

here

here in the flesh

here. right here.

in the encroaching storm

losing you

(03675 . 086)

(03678 . 086)  

(03682 . 086)

(03789 . 089)

(03813 . 089)

(03840 . 090)

(04856 . 113)

(05867 . 137)

0181-0188  

24



4 miles up, 4 miles back

a different route than him

a secret way in

at squaw crossing

exposed to the elements

in shallow water and lily pads

in the middle of nowhere

on the north bank of the tanana river

reindeer paths

right along the sides here

tangled in the reeds

the arctic

under my arms

walking around in circles on the surface of the moon

(00118 . 003) 

(00384 . 009)  

(00975 . 023)

(01810 . 043)

(03117 . 073)

(04644 . 108)

(04983 . 116)

(06879 . 160)

(07936 . 185)  

(07974 . 186)

(08721 . 203)

(08890 . 207)

(10858 . 253)

(11144 . 260)

0189-0202  

  25



looking for unicorns, fairies and bigfoot 

mushroom clouds 

my panties

not even close to having what we need

not even half way thru the mine

(05847 . 136)

(06002 . 140)  

(06093 . 142)

(06211 . 145)

(06212 . 145)

0203-0207  

26



a jet tub in the middle of a bedroom

a little bathing hole

another few inches in

away from all their friends

back up to the surface

beyond our imaginations

dangling on top of the water

looking for information about UFOs

(00583 . 014) 

(00623 . 015)  

(01550 . 037)

(01949 . 046)

(02161 . 051)

(02303 . 054)

(02724 . 064)

(05841 . 136)

0208-0215  

  27



gettin’ away

in your head a little while

not far from here

off to wanting things i never had

the earth’s horizon

the snowline

the wild plains of africa

(03567 . 083)

(05360 . 125)  

(06215 . 145)

(06353 . 148)

(09095 . 212)

(09685 . 226)

(09862 . 230)

0216-0222  

28



evidence

from the vacuum of space

in the glowing white of greenland’s ice

information recovered

on the public airwaves

one piece closer to solving the puzzle

out here in the wild 

where the deep water is

(03102 . 073) 

(03501 . 082)  

(04895 . 114)

(05377 . 126)

(06913 . 161)

(07198 . 168)

(07364 . 172)

(11331 . 264)

0223-0230  

  29



between father and son

giving up

how close we came to nuclear annihilation

in 1982

with the actress shirley maclaine

(02278 . 053)

(03602 . 084)  

(04025 . 094)

(04074 . 095)

(11552 . 269)

0231-0235  

30



down the coast to attend a dinner party

in the beds of trucks

maison rustique

on a trailer

right behind you

this unknown civilization

where all the good whiskey’s made

(02907 . 068) 

(04759 . 111)  

(05894 . 138)

(06449 . 150)

(07999 . 187)

(10183 . 237)

(11250 . 262)

0236-0242  

  31



50, 60 feet in the air

coming down

coming together perfectly

down into splinters

in that wood pile

with you

(00139 . 004)

(02588 . 061)  

(02624 . 062)

(02880 . 067)

(04720 . 110)

(11611 . 271)

0243-0248  

32



going nowhere

half way across the savanna

into a predator

nailed to the wall

secrets he’s not supposed to have

shadowing him

the cool of morning

under heavy artillery fire

(03642 . 085) 

(03709 . 087)  

(05417 . 126)

(06127 . 143)

(08273 . 193)

(08303 . 194)

(09031 . 211)

(10853 . 253)

0249-0256  

  33



sleeping tonight 

the hammocks so densely packed together

the one place he’s guaranteed to make a fortune

those hunks of meat there

tied off

to a tree

up here spending money

what he’s looking for

where it’s richer

(08381 . 195)

(09232 . 215)  

(09464 . 221)

(10201 . 238)

(10352 . 241)

(10386 . 242)

(10958 . 255)

(11227 . 262)

(11306 . 263)

0257-0265  

34



120 miles east in honey island

at the mercy of their machine

floating

out in the marsh

out of energy

pissing in the wind

(00023 . 001) 

(01872 . 044)  

(03235 . 076)

(07396 . 172)

(07423 . 173)

(07769 . 181)

0266-0271  

  35



bullet holes in a man’s body

down again, up again

floating on that river

in russia during the cold war

in the middle of the night and in very deep water

lost

to president reagan

(02396 . 056)

(02830 . 066)  

(03239 . 076)

(04622 . 108)

(04989 . 117)

(05868 . 137)

(10522 . 245)

0272-0278  

36



  37

a note that we recovered from reagan’s diary

a theme park for gun lovers

all wet

almost up to the knee

during a campaign tour

here in rural alaska

in a river full of monsters

my dead hands

on a rampage

on that trigger

one of the most vulnerable places

out of hibernation

(00814 . 019) 

(01064 . 025)

(01386 . 033)

(01403 . 033)

(03008 . 070)

(03810 . 089)

(04192 . 098)

(06030 . 141)

(06420 . 150)

(06715 . 157)

(07188 . 168)

(07431 . 173)

0279-0290  



30 miles outside new orleans

a portrait of our future

being torn down

by the riverside

closer to understanding

disaster

with a wrecking ball

(00102 . 003)

(00883 . 021)  

(02256 . 053)

(02431 . 057)

(02553 . 060)

(02798 . 066)

(11458 . 267)

0291-0297  

38



across the corn field  

all the gold  

at the edge of the aegean sea  

calm water  

from another time  

going into the sun  

hope  

in their murky world  

out in idaho  

somewhere else  

(01217 . 029)

(01340 . 032)

(01842 . 043)

(02441 . 057)

(03343 . 078)

(03638 . 085)

(04009 . 094)

(05187 . 121)

(07389 . 172)

(08501 . 198)

0298-0307  

  39



immediately outside my body

in the wind a little bit

its icy fingers

leaving tracks everywhere

out of a catalog

right behind me

that picture

the end of autumn

the game trail 

wet for the last time

when the sun goes down

winter

(04062 . 095)

(05167 . 121)  

(05619 . 131)  

(05754 . 134)

(07409 . 173)

(07997 . 186)

(08817 . 206)

(09107 . 212)  

(09206 . 215) 

(11221 . 261)

(11242 . 262)

(11421 . 266)

0308-0319  

40



my stomach

nothing there

off the side of the road

on an IED

open for the very first time

potential

pouring out of it

(06111 . 143)

(06244 . 146)  

(06336 . 148)

(06473 . 151)

(07251 . 169)

(07804 . 182)

(07813 . 182)

0320-0326  

  41



over in raceland louisiana

pinned in this one field

shaking wildly

the strings

there in front of you

this close to civilization

up to the night sky

with them

your fears

(07639 . 178)

(07763 . 181)

(08307 . 194)

(09722 . 227)

(09948 . 232)

(10033 . 234)

(11076 . 258)

(11595 . 270)

(11694 . 272)

0327-0335  

42



too damn close 

upon the threat of instant US retaliation to soviet attack 

what that bullet’s gonna hit after it leaves the barrel 

where you fuck 

with his gun 

your body 

(10711 . 250) 

(11095 . 259) 

(11232 . 262)

(11402 . 266)

(11495 . 268)

(11685 . 272)

0336-0341  

  43



much closer to home

much further back in history

(05996 . 140) 

(05997 . 140) 

0342-0343  

44



frolicking in the snow

on the surface of deep water

running around

wrapped up in that stuff

your skin

(03317 . 078) 

(06967 . 163) 

(08213 . 191)

(11673 . 272)

(11729 . 273)

0344-0348  

  45



los angeles

misery

out here in the rain

over here in the dark

poking out thru the windshield

riding shotgun

rolling your way

the same spot

where his mind’s at right now

(04474 . 105)

(05932 . 138)

(07363 . 172)

(07635 . 178)

(07795 . 182)

(07961 . 186)

(08191 . 191)

(09633 . 225)

(11267 . 263)

0349-0357  

46



a very capacious mouth cavity

behind you

in a whirlwind

(01105 . 026)

(02242 . 053)

(04225 . 099)

0358-0360  

  47



12 o’clock

20 miles off the coast of mexico

a hundred degrees fahrenheit

a solid foundation of prey

a tuna

down here feeding

in heavy seas

layer by layer

on a school of herring

round and round

strapped into a roller coaster

where that fish is gonna be when the harpoon hits

(00022 . 001) 

(00059 . 002) 

(00571 . 014)

(01015 . 024)

(01100 . 026)

(02858 . 067) 

(04383 . 102) 

(05731 . 134)

(06435 . 150)

(08199 . 191)

(08623 . 201)

(11321 . 264)

0361-0372  

48



a panda bear’s paradise

above the fog

steaming up

the window of available light

way back in this brush

where it all started

yangtze

(00818 . 020)

(01190 . 028)

(08564 . 200)

(09867 . 230)

(11182 . 261)

(11285 . 263)

(11678 . 272)

0373-0379  

  49



down here in the frozen tundra

down in that hole

down memory lane

down your pants

(02859 . 067) 

(02868 . 067) 

(02886 . 068)

(02974 . 070)

0380-0383  

50



into my mouth

pulling out

pushing in

retracing the voyages of the vikings

(05469 . 128)

(07857 . 183)  

(07866 . 183)

(07947 . 185)

0384-0387  

  51



52

in the 1980’s

out there in shorts and a t-shirt

out there shaking up and down

playing in the water with his friends

really struggling

with president ronald reagan

(04722 . 110)

(07560 . 176)  

(07565 . 176)

(07776 . 181)

(07921 . 185)

(11533 . 269)

0388-0393  



right on the neighbor lady’s lawn

right outside

right there

right there baby

right to the bounty hunter

(08092 . 189)

(08108 . 189)  

(08125 . 189)

(08126 . 189)

(08147 . 190)

0394-0398  

  53



a good feeling

alone in the darkness

swollen rivers

the full moon

the hottest place in america

uncharted territory

what i’m talking about

what you’re looking for

where we are

with thunder and lightning

(00468 . 011) 

(01408 . 033) 

(08699 . 203)

(09198 . 214)

(09270 . 216)

(10842 . 253) 

(11228 . 262)

(11238 . 262)

(11381 . 265)

(11603 . 270)

0399-0408  

54



easing out of it

hanging from the ceiling

incarcerated

on the end of my line

the memory of that event

the most difficult place to survive

these ropes

(03026 . 071)

(03726 . 087)

(05368 . 125)

(06782 . 158)

(09393 . 219)

(09415 . 219)

(09991 . 233)

0409-0415  

  55



in the back of my mind

in the cool water

in the deepest part

in the early morning hours

in the river almost dying

in the smoke

in the veins

in water that can scorch human flesh

(04743 . 111) 

(04810 . 112) 

(04833 . 113)

(04850 . 113)

(05073 . 118)

(05098 . 119) 

(05141 . 120)

(05339 . 125)

0416-0423  

56



200 miles from home

28 miles across the mojave desert

a beautiful sight

a broken branch

a game trail

a warm feeling

death valley’s isolation

fading quickly

from a terrible fate

to its natural state

to safety

where we stand at the end of the day

with dreams

with the scorpion

(00062 . 002)

(00093 . 003)

(00215 . 005)

(00272 . 007)

(00457 . 011)

(01129 . 027)

(02740 . 064)

(03138 . 073)

(03333 . 078)

(10471 . 244)

(10527 . 245)

(11391 . 265)

(11473 . 267)

(11578 . 270)

0424-0437  

  57



following the migration paths of the animals

for greener pastures

new york city

on poles

the promised land

(03271 . 077)

(03289 . 077)  

(06175 . 144)

(06663 . 155)

(09562 . 223)

0438-0442  

58



another hotspot

at the glory hole

coming down hot

on a young man’s manhood

their mouths

tight

two fingers

up my ass

waiting 

waiting for his mother to die

(01554 . 037) 

(01857 . 044)

(02590 . 061)

(06457 . 151)

(09916 . 231)

(10356 . 241)

(10818 . 252)

(10987 . 256)

(11131 . 259)

(11132 . 259)

0443-0452

  59



7 miles into the mountains

a great place to hide

against me

at your feet

away from us

being digested

down in these hollers

far from the beach

from afghanistan

from california

from right here

into darkness

into the middle of the stone

(00161 . 004) 

(00501 . 012) 

(01269 . 030)

(01933 . 045)

(01975 . 046)

(02245 . 053)

(02878 . 067)

(03152 . 074)

(03336 . 078)

(03357 . 079)

(03419 . 080)

(05441 . 127)

(05541 . 129)

0453-0465  

60



gas stations

gypsy slums

half a mile away from each other

in sintesti

in that ground somewhere

the door to the devil

thru the cracks

thru those gates ahead

up his sleeve

with the men he calls brothers

(03563 . 083) 

(03704 . 087) 

(03706 . 087)

(04651 . 109)

(04702 . 110)

(09086 . 212)

(10293 . 240)

(10343 . 241)

(10965 . 255)

(11568 . 270)

0466-0475  

  61



a bayou home with a shocker in the bedroom

a beaver right there

a desolate no man’s land

a hand

a happy ending

a lot of meat

a tightly guarded secret

a wedding

(00208 . 005)

(00219 . 006)  

(00379 . 009)

(00513 . 012)

(00515 . 012)

(00704 . 017)

(01077 . 026)

(01137 . 027)

0476-0483  

62



across the exposed flesh of my face

air

all the little things

baited with a thorn

biting

down deep

in a frenzy

in some comfortable place

my disappointment

scattered across the desert

to get free

(01223 . 029) 

(01291 . 031)  

(01344 . 032)

(02175 . 051)

(02321 . 054)

(02847 . 067)

(04130 . 097)

(04661 . 109)

(06031 . 141)

(08251 . 192)

(10441 . 243)

0484-0494  

  63



out of one of those movies, you know?

over at the ranch

surrounded by steep rocky mesas

that sun

the railroad

the rustic old fence

there’s your horse

with one eye open

without a drop to drink

working it

(07451 . 174)

(07627 . 178)  

(08681 . 202)

(08842 . 206)

(09578 . 223)

(09623 . 224)

(09958 . 232)

(11521 . 268)

(11639 . 271)

(11660 . 272)

0495-0504  

64



away from all this

flying as if there was no such thing as gravity

into silence

into these mountains

plunging from the peaks of the andes

thru remote argentina

where a man named walter is waiting for me

where the bodies recovered from the river were stored

with a woman i don’t even know

wrapped up over there

writhing in it

your net

(01950 . 046) 

(03258 . 076)  

(05492 . 128)

(05575 . 130)

(07791 . 182)

(10277 . 239)

(11249 . 262)

(11328 . 264)

(11457 . 267)

(11674 . 272)

(11676 . 272)

(11715 . 273)

0505-0516  

  65



dead in the mouth

feeling threatened

fighting

figments of their imagination

from outside this world

from the matrix

going numb

hanging off the side of the pinwheel

here on the earth

how high he is

joining the formation

on radar

(02733 . 064)

(03169 . 074)  

(03178 . 074)

(03193 . 075)

(03409 . 080)

(03473 . 081)

(03644 . 085)

(03731 . 087)

(03823 . 089)

(04028 . 094)

(05648 . 132)

(06666 . 156)

0517-0528  

66



rehab

right behind us

sitting at a big fancy desk

so fucking weak

sobriety

somewhere around here

tearing him apart

(07934 . 185) 

(07998 . 186)  

(08357 . 195)

(08418 . 196)

(08430 . 197)

(08499 . 198)

(08726 . 203)

0529-0535  

  67



out to identify these unexplained creatures

out to venice beach

pounds of rubies here

pouring down his leg

right into my crotch

somewhere right beneath me

spreading far and wide

that white sand

the ocean

the stuff dreams are made of

(07573 . 177)

(07583 . 177)  

(07811 . 182)

(07812 . 182)

(08062 . 188)

(08505 . 198)

(08523 . 199)

(08857 . 206)

(09459 . 220)

(09723 . 227)

0536-0545  

68



from across the valley

further north

glacial waters

go back and fall in the river

hypothermic

in the deep alaskan wilderness

just silence

missing

my body

my breath

raised from the depths

to the ice

without a partner

without shoes

(03334 . 078) 

(03560 . 083)  

(03603 . 084)

(03606 . 084)

(04053 . 095)

(04828 . 113)

(05677 . 133)

(05935 . 139)

(06013 . 140)

(06015 . 140)

(07889 . 184)

(10605 . 247)

(11643 . 271)

(11650 . 271)

0546-0559  

  69



another little bomb down here 

at the western end of hurricane alley  

back in the dirt

down in flames

everyone’s front yard

everywhere

floating empty

home i guess

in the hole

(01557 . 037)

(01909 . 045)

(02034 . 048)

(02867 . 067)

(03097 . 073)

(03098 . 073)

(03238 . 076)

(03963 . 093)

(04921 . 115)

0560-0568  

70



slammed around

suffering

the butt of their jokes

too injured to walk

toward the herd

where last year another attack occurred

your exposed skin

your misery

your place in the food chain

(08374 . 195) 

(08665 . 202)

(08994 . 210)

(10722 . 250)

(10749 . 250)

(11309 . 263)

(11692 . 272)

(11712 . 273)

(11720 . 273)

0569-0577  

  71



at the mine

to get you

walking thru the grass

walking toward the river

where they sleep

with the bloodiest bait i know

with their gold

(01873 . 044)

(10444 . 243)  

(11151 . 260)

(11152 . 260)

(11360 . 265)

(11554 . 269)

(11592 . 270)

0578-0584  

72



jaipur india

land for dogs

lying in wait

on sambhar lake

one of those trees

outside

poking thru

that horizon

that moment

thru their fingers

to sand

under the shadow of an oncoming storm

where we can actually recover something

(05640 . 132) 

(05723 . 134) 

(05890 . 137)

(06676 . 156)

(07195 . 168)

(07588 . 177)

(07796 . 182)

(08793 . 205)

(08808 . 205)

(10331 . 241)

(10528 . 245)

(10886 . 254) 

(11384 . 265)

0585-0597  

  73



in the oppressive malaysian jungle

living in muddy water

on this episode of dual survival

out here in hollywood

protected from the rain

up in the camp

with me and my camera crew

(05034 . 118)

(05805 . 135)  

(07062 . 165)

(07354 . 172)

(07843 . 183)

(10976 . 256)

(11505 . 268)

0598-0604  

74



around the shifting fringes

built on pilings

castles

mining

right up on the glacier there

testing greenland’s patience

the finger i’m not supposed to use in public

there to celebrate with you

this brilliant brilliant light

this fire

turning things around

(01665 . 039)

(02395 . 056)  

(02454 . 058)

(05929 . 138)

(08163 . 190)

(08748 . 204)

(09151 . 213)

(09954 . 232)

(10026 . 234)

(10064 . 235)

(10804 . 252)

0605-0615  

  75



flying around over our heads

from a bombing range south of here

going dark

high above the arctic circle

its afterburners

slither off

streaking across the sky

to roswell

where you want it to go

(03257 . 076)

(03321 . 078)  

(03627 . 085)

(03852 . 090)

(05611 . 131)

(08390 . 196)

(08625 . 201)

(10525 . 245)

(11406 . 266)

0616-0624  

76



back up in these mountains

behind me

chasing skunks

on that shawnee trail

right up in the thicket

tearing up

under the stars

vulnerable

with your mouth open

(02159 . 051)

(02227 . 052)  

(02480 . 058)

(06709 . 157)

(08161 . 190)

(08729 . 203)

(10887 . 254)

(11128 . 259)

(11614 . 271)

0625-0633  

  77



1100 miles northwest

1100 miles southeast

600 miles northeast

600 miles southwest

75 miles northeast

75 miles southwest

900 miles east

900 miles west

an area that seems like home

(00018 . 001)

(00019 . 001)  

(00151 . 004)

(00155 . 004)

(00169 . 004)

(00170 . 004)

(00184 . 005)

(00186 . 005)

(01470 . 035)

0634-0642  

78



wasting away

where it hurts

with a strange black mark across the chest

with an unidentified object

your own mortality

(11161 . 260)

(11293 . 263)  

(11451 . 267)

(11463 . 267)

(11718 . 273)

0643-0647  

  79



at its most violent

beneath a massive hydroelectric dam

the water

toppling down

toward you 

washed out

with a sense of urgency

with nowhere to go

your whole worldview

(01782 . 042)

(02267 . 053)  

(09833 . 229)

(10728 . 250)

(10755 . 251)

(11158 . 260)

(11446 . 267)

(11520 . 268)

(11742 . 274)

0648-0656  

80



face to face with the river tiger

getting wet

his mouth

home to 22 native american tribes

home to my wife

in a rubber boat

lifeless

on my line

with sunset approaching

(03132 . 073)

(03599 . 084)  

(03910 . 091)

(03966 . 093)

(03980 . 093)

(04194 . 098)

(05775 . 135)

(06609 . 154)

(11545 . 269)

0657-0665  

  81



wilted like a wet cat

with 650 pounds of rage  

with bad news

with half your head

(11420 . 266)

(11429 . 266)  

(11465 . 267)

(11483 . 268)

0666-0669  

82



a beaver hole with a small opening

in these murky waters

my legs in between his

naked in the wilderness

out here doing what my dad used to do

paying bills

playing in the river

plugged up

with a fish

(00218 . 006)

(05209 . 122)  

(06072 . 142)

(06131 . 143)

(07348 . 171)

(07738 . 180)

(07775 . 181)

(07786 . 182)

(11437 . 266)

0670-0678  

  83



home again home again

the wild horse desert

these junipers

wedged into this canyon down here

where they found the body

where you shot it

with a spray can

working back and forth

your mark

your target

(03960 . 093)

(09861 . 230)  

(09977 . 233)

(11205 . 261)

(11355 . 265)  

(11404 . 266)

(11449 . 267)

(11657 . 272)  

(11709 . 273)

(11735 . 273)

0679-0688  

84



a blank canvas

all around you

breaking down

into fresh paint

on a pad of money

the right surface

to strike it rich

with nothing

your reputation

(00249 . 006)

(01307 . 031)  

(02376 . 056)

(05449 . 127)

(06412 . 150)

(09601 . 224)

(10539 . 246)

(11519 . 268)

(11725 . 273)

0689-0697  

  85



at the heart of the legend

from the bottom of my heart

in a heartbeat

in the forsaken heart of the marshes

in the heart of the storm

my heart to yours

the last true wilderness left in north america

(01859 . 044)

(03443 . 081)  

(04139 . 097)

(04878 . 114)

(04914 . 115)  

(06059 . 141)

(09339 . 218)

0698-0704  

86



in this little bird’s nest

on the roof of my mouth

our breath

protected from the wind and the weather

this experience

(05264 . 123)

(06927 . 162)  

(07272 . 170)

(07844 . 183)

(10055 . 234)

0705-0709  

  87



fishing for catfish together

on the internet

where i’ve never heard of it causing any trouble

(03215 . 075)

(06839 . 160)  

(11283 . 263)

0710-0712  

88



25 foot seas. 30 foot seas.

in the area when the ship went down

late in the season

near dragger boats

their nets

there for too long

these cold seas

tight around his neck

twisting the whole time

under the moon

where the deposit should be

your vessel

(00080 . 002)

(04735 . 111)  

(05728 . 134)

(06137 . 143)

(09917 . 231)

(09946 . 232)

(09964 . 232)  

(10357 . 241)

(10811 . 252)

(10883 . 254)

(11332 . 264)

(11740 . 274)

0713-0724  

  89



on a knife edge

our little bubble of reality

(06396 . 149)

(07289 . 170)  

0725-0726  

90



an apocalyptic bloodbath

around a strange woman in the middle of a jungle

bolivia

burning

her spirit

hovering over the western hemisphere

in a nasty storm

in this downpour

leaves

lifeless in the water

on dead creatures

on fire

right here in the amazon

right next to me

the heart of the merciless jungle 

your country

(01464 . 035)

(01623 . 038)  

(02349 . 055)

(02403 . 056)

(03787 . 089)

(04022 . 094)

(04160 . 097)  

(05240 . 122)

(05747 . 134)

(05776 . 135)

(06503 . 152)

(06518 . 152)

(08027 . 187)

(08069 . 188)

(09247 . 216)

(11690 . 272)

0727-0742  

  91



out past rock throwing range

over by the cattails

playing in mud forever

safe

smelling this deer as i butcher it

the chill of winter

traversing the river

where the shallower waters are sometimes warmer

(07543 . 176)

(07628 . 178)  

(07774 . 181)  

(08240 . 192)

(08396 . 196)

(09013 . 210)

(10778 . 251)

(11344 . 264)

0743-0750  

92



a flock of birds

punching holes thru me

standing on the street corner selling pencils

struggling to stay conscious

the skies above

the softest place

their footprint

this shadow

where that sunlight’s coming thru

(00438 . 011)

(07861 . 183)  

(08540 . 199)

(08640 . 201)

(09672 . 225)

(09686 . 226)  

(09900 . 231)

(10151 . 237)

(11322 . 264)

0751-0759  

  93



bucked off a horse

right into first place

sliding on your nose

that tough skin

the only show in town

this is cattle country

(02389 . 056)

(08061 . 188)  

(08385 . 195)  

(08846 . 206)

(09473 . 221)

(10086 . 235)

0760-0765  

94



cannibalizing ourselves right now to survive

literally starving

lost in the desert

my thumb

near the cut

on his face

rubbing up against it 

some tender meat

(02447 . 057)

(05790 . 135)  

(05872 . 137)

(06114 . 143)

(06152 . 144)

(06550 . 153)  

(08203 . 191)

(08478 . 198)

0766-0773  

  95



a blessing from god right here

in the majestic sandstone cliffs

on a slab of alabaster

the longest, happiest lick i’ve ever taken 

the smallest of windows 

to my head

trapped in the rock

(00251 . 006)

(04964 . 116)  

(06442 . 150)  

(09369 . 218)

(09681 . 226)

(10498 . 245)

(10770 . 251)

0774-0780  

96

(00251 . 006)

(04964 . 116)  

(06442 . 150)

(09369 . 218)

(09681 . 226)  

(10498 . 245)

(10770 . 251)



clicking back and forth

out of your mouth 

slicing into people

so far out it’s unbelievable

tangled up on something

unhinged

your tongue

0781-0787  

  97

(02512 . 059)

(07522 . 175)  

(08382 . 195)

(08414 . 196)

(08723 . 203)  

(10912 . 254)

(11738 . 273)



a deep hole

a few hours away

along a fault line

in los angeles

inside where it’s warm

nowhere

that enormous mouth

the sweetest spot

with teeth

0788-0796  

98

(00372 . 009)

(00415 . 010)  

(01411 . 033)

(04474 . 105)

(05395 . 126)  

(06252 . 146)

(08778 . 205)

(09739 . 227)

(11546 . 269)



in a survival situation 

in front of the camera

joe and cody’s final episode together

laughing

on the set

out of breath

out of control

rolling

staring off into the wilderness

the drifting crew

totally fatigued

with the show

0797-0808  

  99

(04212 . 098)

(04353 . 102)  

(05645 . 132)

(05730 . 134)

(06941 . 162)  

(07420 . 173)

(07421 . 173)

(08188 . 191)

(08546 . 199)

(09090 . 212)  

(10733 . 250)

(11580 . 270)



450 feet of whiteout

a few hours into the day

a frozen blanket

between us and those trees 

blowing off the glacier

breaking

on our bodies

seconds before this

the hand that feeds you

turned around

0809-0818  

100

(00126 . 003)

(00416 . 010)  

(00452 . 011)

(02297 . 054)

(02342 . 055)  

(02375 . 056)

(06650 . 155)

(08269 . 193)

(09233 . 215)

(10801 . 252)



close

close enough now

close to home

close to people

close to them

close to us

close. really close

right where we were yesterday

0819-0826  

  101

(02515 . 059)

(02517 . 059)  

(02524 . 059)

(02525 . 059)

(02538 . 060)  

(02539 . 060)

(02542 . 060)

(08168 . 190)



hanging out in the wind

on the first dry day in more than a week

our own soil 

out here in the field

out here in the morning

puddles of water

replenishing it

that cloud formation

0827-0834  

102

(03732 . 087)

(06793 . 158)  

(07296 . 170)

(07357 . 172)

(07362 . 172)  

(07851 . 183)

(07943 . 185)

(08767 . 204)

 



hand in hand

two bombs

under a full moon

up here on this rock

where you’re proposing we stay

with a bang

0835-0840  

  103

(03722 . 087)

(10813 . 252)  

(10844 . 253)

(10955 . 255)

(11410 . 266)  

(11430 . 266)

 



dead camel

down in this canyon

dry land, joe

pulling hard

putting out

that smoke

under those rocks

(02732 . 064)

(02879 . 067)  

(03004 . 070)

(07854 . 183)

(07874 . 184)  

(08838 . 206)

(10894 . 254)

0842-0847  

104



a noise—kuklink, kuklink, kuklink—in the wind

about twenty feet in front of me

an empty drum

another wolf track

at the door

the storm outside

the teeth in the back of my mouth

where the sounds came from

(00813 . 019)

(01183 . 028)  

(01482 . 035)

(01574 . 037)

(01839 . 043)

(09715 . 226)  

(09747 . 227)

(11345 . 264)

0848-0855  

  105



ever closer to my radiation limit

exposed and open

hanging off the side of a mountain

here a little early 

the sunrise

(03079 . 072)

(03116 . 073)  

(03730 . 087)  

(03790 . 089)

(09730 . 227)

0856-0860  

106



covered by desert

here in the desert

his desert fridge

truly a desert oasis

with the desert chicken

(02675 . 063)

(03812 . 089)  

(03883 . 091)

(10788 . 251)

(11562 . 269)

0861-0865  

  107



california

carrying each other

completely broken from what we’ve done so far

crashing

into the night

into your bed

laying here i don’t know how many days

looking for more

(02437 . 057)  

(02452 . 058)  

(02635 . 062)  

(02689 . 063)

(05545 . 129)

(05598 . 131)

(05737 . 134)

(05843 . 136)

0866-0873  

108



manhattan

melting out

memories that get in the way

our waterfall

out in the dark

out of the bone

the quiet water

where we end it

(05907 . 138)

(05913 . 138)  

(05914 . 138)

(07312 . 171)

(07393 . 172)

(07463 . 174)

(09574 . 223)

(11385 . 265)

0874-0881  

  109



in a forgotten corner of argentina

in the mountains

isolated amongst endless dunes

luck

moving along

on the midnight shadow

one foot in tomorrow

one foot in yesterday 

open at last

to your lips

waiting for spring

with winter

without fire

(04129 . 097)  

(05003 . 117)  

(05607 . 131)  

(05883 . 137)

(05976 . 139)

(06869 . 160)

(07156 . 167)

(07157 . 167)

(07249 . 169)

(10700 . 249)

(11136 . 259)

(11609 . 270)

(11647 . 271)

0882-0894  

110



at my most spiritual

attacked by a dog

attracted to her

away from the pack

hungry 

impenetrable jaws

just going for it

my whole life

(01792 . 042)

(01938 . 046) 

 

(01940 . 046)

(01967 . 046)

(04038 . 094)

(04066 . 095)

(05664 . 132)

(06123 . 143)

0895-0902  

  111



a mouth on the end of a solid sinuous piece of muscle 

eating my vajayjay 

what they described as a mothership 

where jesus lives

(00766 . 018)  

(03036 . 071)  

(11235 . 262)  

(11308 . 263)

0903-0906  

112



kotzebue

near the edge of the ice  

on the hunt for seal

out on this barren landscape

over the cold northern seas 

rocking back and forth

these boats 

trapped

two miles out in open ocean

way inside

winter’s frozen jaws

(05719 . 133)

(06154 . 144) 

(06834 . 159)

(07535 . 176)

(07657 . 179)

(08186 . 191)

(09962 . 232)

(10765 . 251)

(10826 . 252)

(11190 . 261)

(11423 . 266)

0907-0917  

  113



265 miles away

a backseat

across a dead tree

along the rocks

at their grandfather’s farm

big skies

blanketed by dense cloud

bleeding

clear down into the creek

crashing into the town

every autumn

in the freezing cold. duck hunting

(00088 . 003)  

(00193 . 005)  

(01200 . 028)  

(01418 . 033)

(01912 . 045)

(02316 . 054)

(02329 . 055)

(02332 . 055)

(02505 . 059)

(02692 . 063)

(03080 . 072)

(04880 . 114)

0918-0929  

114



all stations all stations all stations

back back back back

battlestations! battlestations!

down down down

down the hole baby down the hole

going and going

ice ice ice

looking looking looking

pot! pot! pot!

water water water

worse and worse and worse

(01338 . 032)

(01987 . 047) 

(02186 . 051)

(02848 . 067)

(02912 . 068)

(03622 . 085)

(04055 . 095)

(05851 . 137)

(07803 . 182)

(11178 . 260)

(11671 . 272)

0930-0940  

  115



blowing in your face

down at the beach

empty handed

fierce winds

full of money

off the coast of nome

this yellow brick road

under arctic ice

under the dredge

wet and rotten

your world

(02340 . 055)  

(02839 . 067) 

 

(03052 . 071)  

(03175 . 074)

(03547 . 083)

(06319 . 147)

(10198 . 238)

(10850 . 253)

(10875 . 253)

(11219 . 261)

(11744 . 274)

0941-0951  

116



an impasse

at the end of my bed

at the smaller end of the food chain

in this fishbowl 

inches from its deadly jaws

its teeth 

on my toes

on the meat, baby

(01505 . 035)

(01846 . 043) 

(01889 . 044)

(05246 . 122)

(05369 . 125)

(05634 . 132)

(06633 . 155)

(06867 . 160)

0953-0959  

  117



winter in the desert

with a fisherman named neville

working on it

your boat

(11422 . 266)  

(11438 . 266)  

(11665 . 272)  

(11684 . 272)

0960-0963  

118



hemmed in by the jungle

her darkest memory

how far it sinks

thru the dense tangle

waiting for something

walking into nothing 

with the rest of us

(03779 . 088)

(03783 . 088) 

(04026 . 094)

(10295 . 240)

(11135 . 259)

(11147 . 260)

(11576 . 270)

0964-0970  

  119



looking at a pattern out here

one on a river

one right there

out in the field

right on top of us

spreading out into the forest

the bodies of both the living and the dead

this thin grey line in the distance

thru the door

to a horrible time

(05829 . 136)  

(07196 . 168)  

(07204 . 168)  

(07395 . 172)

(08096 . 189)

(08525 . 199)

(08967 . 209)

(10168 . 237)

(10296 . 240)

(10368 . 242)

0971-0980  

120



on ice

on it

on meth

(06569 . 153)

(06572 . 153) 

(06589 . 154)

0981-0983  

  121



a ball of fish

in your boat

rolling forward

soft spots

starting to shiver

three bags of entrails

tumbling into the ocean

(00198 . 005)

(05353 . 125)  

(08189 . 191)

(08431 . 197)

(08553 . 199)

(10216 . 238)

(10800 . 252)

0984-0990   

122



a big kitchen

a boat

a dock built for two

a great swimming pool

a huge closet

a man cave

a nice bedroom

a pot of gold

a rainbow

in a remote camp deep in the guyanese jungle

the taj mahal

(00236 . 006)

(00257 . 006)  

(00389 . 010)

(00504 . 012)

 

(00563 . 014)

(00728 . 017)

(00800 . 019)

(00886 . 021)

(00916 . 022)

(04188 . 098)

(09742 . 227)

0991-1001   

  123








